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THE GATEWAY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
4/2010 

 
We are already halfway through the term, with the end of autumn 
upon us. We are still being blessed with lovely rains and the trees in 
our grounds are turning beautiful shades of red and yellow, a sure sign 
that winter is just around the corner. 
 
Bookings for the revue can be done via the office at school. Please 
book in advance so as to avoid disappointment. All the learners are 
taking part in the revue and they are practising hard every day. 
 
The second phase of the “Learn Not to Burn” programme has been 
finalised and was a great success. Teachers’ integrated this programme 
in the class ensuring that the learners know the dangers of fire and 
what to do in a dangerous situation.  
 
The fête is around the corner and we urge you as parents to take part with enthusiasm and assist 
where you possibly can, no matter how big or small a part you play. Without your support the 
event cannot be successful.  
 
Parent involvement is the key to success and we thank you for your continuous support and 
help.  
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THE GATEWAY FÊTE 2010 

By now you will be aware that the annual fête will be taking place at The Village premises on 
Saturday 29th May 2010.  This is a major fundraising event. All the monies raised benefit both 
our school and The Village.  There will be a variety of food stalls, craft stalls, bargain stalls as 
well as entertainment for the whole family.  Please support this event!! 
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LEARN NOT TO BURN 
Every year thousands of people die in fires. They die 
from being burnt and/or smoke inhalation. In the “Learn 
Not to Burn” programme we endeavour to teach our 
children how to prevent a fire and also what to do in an 
emergency situation.  
Here are some things you can do at home: 

- Keep matches and lighters, paraffin and other 
poisons out of the reach of children. 

- Never leave a young child unsupervised near a 
flame. 

- Teach young children to stay away from hot 
items (e.g. stove plates, gas heaters & kettles) – at least one meter 

- Most fires in the home start at night – think of an escape route from your home in the 
event of a fire 

- Memorise the number of your local fire station and emergency services. 
 

10177 from a landline or 112 from your cell phone 
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Ladies, if you have any makeup that you don’t use, won’t you PLEASE send it to school? We 
need a lot for our Revue. If you have a contact at a shop that would be willing to donate makeup 
please contact the school. 

�
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STAFF DEVELOPMENT 

SENSORY INTEGRATION COURSE 
Mrs Louise Hancock and Mrs Alta Fisher, 
two of our Occupational Therapists, 
attended the Theory and Test Mechanics 
courses presented by The South African 
Institute for Sensory Integration from the 
15th March to the 27th March 2010.  The 
objectives of the courses were to provide 
basic awareness in terms of sensory 
integration, to equip therapists with practical 
tools and strategies to assess and treat 
children with sensory processing difficulties. 
 
STIGMA AND DISCRIMINATION 
WORKSHOP 
On the 20th of April 2010 Mr J Pretorius 
discussed stigma and discrimination as part 
of the General Assistants’ in-service 
training. Stigma is a powerful tool of social 

control. Stigma can be used to marginalize, 
exclude and exercise power over 
individuals. While the societal rejection of 
certain social groups such as homosexuals, 
injecting drug users and sex workers may 
predate HIV and AIDS, the disease has, in 
many cases, reinforced this stigma. 
 
NURSES DAY 2010 
Nurse’s Day is celebrated every year on 12 
May, the anniversary of Florence 
Nightingale’s birth.  The theme for 2010 is 
“Delivering Quality, Serving Communities: 
Nurses Leading Chronic Care”  “Nurses 
dispense comfort, compassion and caring 
without even a prescription” - Val 
Sainsbury. Sister Alison Hamilton attended 
this presentation.     

 
 

 
RESIGNATION OF CHAIRLADY 
It is with regret that we inform you that Ms Lana Volkwyn has resigned as Chairperson of the 
PIGs.  We will miss her dedication and enthusiasm.  Ms Heike van Heerden has been appointed 
as the new chairperson for the Parent Involvement Group (PIGs) and we look forward to 
working with her. 
 
HOTDOG SALES 
Thank you to Ms Gerna Louw for her dedication in preparing hotdogs for the learners the first 
Friday of each month. The children always look forward to hotdog Friday. The next hotdog sale 
will take place on Friday 4 June. 
 
CAKES, TARTS, SWEETS, WORS AND INGREDIENTS 
The Parent Involvement Group will once be responsible for the tea garden as well as the cake 
stall at the annual fête. Last year the parent’s participation was phenomenal and they donated 
generously towards the cake stall. Parents are invited to phone Ms Heike van Heerden (083 654 
8189), Gerna Louw (083 774 3327), or the school should they be able to assist on the day. 
Breads, tarts, cakes, wors, sweets, popcorn and ingredients are very welcome. Only with your 
support can we make a success of this fundraising event. You may send the above mentioned to 
school with your child, or deliver it personally. 
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MEDICAL NEWS 

·  In April The Gauteng Dept of Health launched another measles campaign to ensure that 
learners who were not immunized in the 2009 campaign were immunized against this 
disease.  15 of our learners were immunized on Friday 30th April. 

·  May is Anti-tobacco month so it is a good time to think about giving up those cigarettes! 
·  May is also Physical Activity month.  Time to dust off the treadmill, bicycle and takkies 

and start exercising.  The benefits of doing so will outweigh any pain of protesting 
muscles! 
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LEARNER ENRICHMENT 
Mogales’s Gate 
Learners from teachers Ansie Potgieter, Anita Venter, 
Ria Senekal and Karen Smith’s classes, went to 
Mogale’s Gate for nature outing, Despite the cold 
weather they thoroughly enjoyed the excursion. They 
snuggled up and admired the different species of 
antelopes, the white impalas making a vast impression. 
The trip was concluded with warm hotdogs, juice and a 
packet of sweets. 
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RECYCLING PROGRAMME 
The Gateway School’s recycling program is up and running and we hope to make a great 

success with this project. The funds raised will be used to enhance the school grounds. We want to thank 
every parent and learner in advance, for their effort and willingness to contribute to this project. 
 
PARENTS AND PUPILS MUST PLEASE ADHERE TO THE FOLLOW ING 
ARRANGEMENTS:  
Each phase has a specific day when the learners may bring their recyclable goods to school. This 
will prevent too many articles on the buses at the same time. 
Mondays:        Pre-foundation phase  
Tuesdays:        Foundation phase  
Wednesdays:   Intermediate phase  
Thursdays:       Senior phase  
 
The children’s health is of primary concern; therefore all items must be cleaned. Please refrain 
from sending non recyclable items to school. 
 
PLASTIC BOTTLES 
All bottles and containers must be emptied and rinsed clean: 
Plastic milk bottles. 
Coke bottles or any plastic cool drink bottles (any sizes: 5L, 2L, 250ml or 500ml).    
Only number 2 plastic containers, for example: Shampoo, margarine tubs and sta-soft bottles, etc. (See 
the 2 enclosed in a triangle, printed underneath.) 
All soft plastic bags; it should not make a noise, when squashed. (Bread bags, glad wrap, etc.) – Clean, 
please. 
Oil -, Spring water-, Energade, dishwashing liquid bottles and bottles with a bubble at the bottom. 
 
PAPER PRODUCTS SUITABLE FOR RECYCLING:- 3 GROUPS  

1. Higher grade paper includes:  
• All white office paper  
• White Invoices  
• White envelopes, including window envelopes  
• School books – remove covers (This is a big help)  
• Telephone and other accounts  
• Shredded white paper  

2. General mixed paper includes:  
• Bright coloured paper  
• Cardboard, e.g. Cereal and egg boxes.  
• Gift paper  
• Fax paper  
• Brown envelopes  
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3. Other paper products:  
Newspapers and telephone directories (Remove glossy ads, as they are classified as magazines)  
Magazines and glossy adverts sort together into a bag. 
 

The following paper is NOT recyclable:  
• Laminated and wax paper 
• Punched confetti  
• Carbon paper 
• Stickers  
 
CANS, CANS, CANS AND MORE CANS: 
Please send rinsed cans to school!   
 
BUSINESS CONTRACTS!  
Parents are requested to approach businesses, arranging for their recyclable products to be collected, e.g. 
Spur for their empty cans, Attorneys – or doctors’ offices for their waste office paper, Edgars, Jets and 
China’s clothing shops for their plastic hangers.  
The idea is to enter into a contract with these businesses. Please contact the school, after you as parent 
have approached a company and an agreement was reached to discuss the possibility of recyclable 
products. The  
Recycling Committee Members will then make the necessary arrangements with the business, 
implementing the recycling program. The Recycling Depot will deal directly with these businesses with 
regard to the collection of the recyclable waste. 
 
On Monday the 17th May, pupils may proceed in bringing their recyclable products to school. Please 
place the goods into a plastic bag and tie it.  

 
WITH SYMPATHY 

Our deepest sympathy to Ms Lydia Msibi with the loss of her father in law. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES 
29 May Fête 
4 June  Parents evening 
9 June  School closes at 11:00 
 
M.E. Kempen (Mrs) 
PRINCIPAL 
________________________________________________________________________ 
REPLY SLIP 

I hereby certify _______________________ (parent name) Parent/Guardian 

of_________________ in Teacher __________________ class, received The Gateway School 

newsletter, dated 4/ 2010. 

 
_________________________   
Signature of Parent / Guardian 


